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THE HOMING OF TRANSPLANTED YOUNG
WOOb DUCKS!

IV HORERT A, MCCARIT

M.\.\' V' greas i Wiscatsh that were once the breeding grommls for
Wood Ducks (s sponsa) have for the past several decades con.
taitiedd nio breeding birds of the species, Lake Wingra aml vicinity,
including part of the northern city Himits of Madison, was ane of these
areas, The last known bregding of Wood Duchs in the vicinity was in
1890, when Dr, 8. H, Chase of Madisor saw 2 broad in the “middle
spring” (Wingra Springs, Flgure 1)} on the south shore of the lake.
Other ornithologists, namely Cahn ((915), Schosger (1929), and An.
derson ef ul, (1942), working In the same locality, fuiled o find Wowd
Ducks breeding, Spring and fall migrants are avt tncommon: espe-
cially noticenble are the spring areivals when they frequent the south
shore, 1t apprars, however, thiat for over 50 years ho Wood Ducks
huve bred in the Lake Wingra area,

There is o recoad, by o He H, Alexander, of several pairs nesting
ott an oakegrown island in Mud Lake cight miles southeast of Lake
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Fleure 1. Lake Winzia and vicinity, Arrows Indicate polnts nt whizh Woed Ducks
were refeased, ot
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Ketet A HOMING OF WOUD DUCKS 105

Wingra, One of the birds observed was o fenabe with a small hrowd,
seen fn 1915, Waond Ducks were also seen occasionally in this area by
the same vbserver duting the two decaudes that followed,

The University of Wisconsin Arboretum s a thousaml-acre tract
on the south side of Lake Wingra, On the Arboretum o series of pomls
have been dug (o augment the breeding groumds and refuge area for
waterfow] gl to add beauty to the natueal springs thiut fuenish water
for the ponds, Dond T (Figure 1) has been the breeding area for o
flock of uhout 100 semi-wild Mallnrds (Anas platyriynchos) during
the past 10 years, These Mallards build their nests alung the walks and
in the shrub Deds thit surcound the pods, They are very (oferant of
people, hoise, and activity, and the nests, I reasonably well hidden, are
ustiatbly successiul,

An experiment to establish o Wowd Duck coluny In the area was
Legun i (943 with the cooperation of Frank C. Hellrose and Arthiue
S, Huwkins of \he Ilinols Natural History Survey, ‘l'wo attempls
{made in 1943 and 1944) to hatch Wood Duck cuws shipped. by eall
were unsuccessful, On August 4, 1944, the Survey sent us 100 ducklings
(49 males and 51 ferinles), all between theee and five weeks of age,
which had been hatched at Havana, Winols, 200 miles from Madison.

These were kept in captivity at Madison, and all but three survived, .

On August 1425 of the largest binds (then nbout seven weeks old)
were glven red cellulald bands and released at Pond 2 (Figure 1) on

“the west share of Lake Wingea. - They had Leen banded with Fish and

Wildlife Service bands before leaving Dinvls. - A the o cks took
wing, some flying short distances, others muking long flights long the
shore of the Jake. On August 15, 25 more birds (banded yellow) were
released s follows: A large pen was placed in the shallow water of
Paml 2 and the ducks placed in it. They were kept there about five
hows, during which time the vicinity was kept cleared of people and
dogs and the pen-toor opener remained out of sighl. A pull string
opened the door gradually, allowing the birds to swim out undistuebed,
By 3:00 p.m. the door was completely open, but the ducks did not
leave until 3:40, and then they flew as soon as they were clear of lhu
pen.

On August 18, 10 birds, and an August 22, 15 birls were hbcr-ntul
all bawded blue. The crates were opencd umlcr a fallen cottonwood in

a thicket of red osler dogwood at Wingea Springs on the south shore of -
the lake (Figure 1), This inhibited fying, and all but one duck (which -~

flew) walked the 10 yards to the spring creck and swami out into the
ake. The remuining 22 birds were bunded green nml releasedd Septem-
ber 3 un the north edge of I'nnd 2. '
Most of the hitds (the first SO and the lnsl. 22) were released at
Pond 2 beeause it Is large, close fo the lake, and fess frequented by
people. But within three days after the first release, most of the birds
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106 THE W1LSON BULLETIN valieian
were scen in Dond 1, apparently decoyed there by the resident semi-
wild Mallards, “The last release went fmmediately to Paid 1, and o
Woud Ducks were seen on Pond 2 after August 30. Bieds from all the
ieleases were observed at Pond 1, and many of them beeame very tame,
A few remained for the winter, apparently influenced by the wintering
Mallaeds, but ntost of the Weod Ducks had left by Nei mber 3.

During the two and a half months of their stay In the Lake Wingra
area, 17 counts were made nt the regular Joafing spots, As many ns 33
Lirds were counted in a single day (Table 1),

During the winter, n female was seen on December 12, a palr on
December 17, and o female on March 8, all on one of the Atboretum
creeks, A pair was seen on the spring creek that drains the Nevin
Fish Hatchery ponds, three miles south of the Arborelum ponds, on
Decesnber 30 and on February 6. .

‘The first Wool Ducks (eight) were seen back on Lake Wingra on
April 1, 1945, and were then seen regularly until May 1. Although
25 neat boxes, bullt according to a special design sent us by the Minois
Natural Itistory Survey, had been set out, none was used, perhaps hee
cause we did not put sawdust in the boxes until May 14, Wood Duck
hoxes were set out because (1) during the CWA days most of the
dead trees were cleaned out of the Arhoretum woodlots, thereby, elimi.
uating most of the potential nesting cavitles; and (2) it would be
casfer to capture nesling females fn boxes to determine wiether or not
they were birds of the release, _

On May 21, a nest was found in the Lake' Forest residential see-
tion adjoining the Athoretum, The uest teee, in u yard adjacent to a
house, was a dead white oak with only two targe forks re.afning, in one

- of which was a cavity that the Wood Ducks were using as a nest, The_ -
male of the pair was seen only once, and then in flight, but the female )

was from the blue releas2 of 1944, ‘This was the first breeding Wood
Duck tecorded at Lake Wingea fn 50 years. ‘Flic female incubated at
least three weeks, but the ultimate fate of the nest was not Cetermined.

On May 22 u second tniest was found, at the Forest Mill cemetery
midway between Lake \Yingra and Lake Mendota (nbiout a mile from

‘ TABLE 1
Counts or Woon Luuks, Faw, 1944

e e

" August " September October November
Date 19 21 222527 305 B 121521 4.6.20.31 1 3
Pond 1 6 7129132722 9261810 6 711 6 9
0 2 6.0 0.0 00 0 '

0
- - —— =0
JakeWingra1? 4 0 0 0. 0 — — 1 0 0 = o ma' - = O
Spring Creehg— == — == — 6 — — 2 0 = — = — — ~— —~

(—) {odicates (hat the location was nat visited on the date 14 question,
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cach). ‘The cavity, about 15 feet from the ground and opening to the
notth, was in n Jarge live soft maple. Since its flvor was only an inch
liclow the opening, the inculiating bird could be seen from the ground.
I'he female proved to Le one of the ted release, 1 opened one ogg,
which showed that the clutch had been incubated about L1 days, and
the nest was kept under observation, When the eggs hatched, on June
12, there wae water In the nest from a heavy tain, and [ removed the
adutt and the 10 ducklings to a holding pen In the Atbotetum, One
tuckling escaped and died ducing the night, The adult and the other 9
ducklings were released on Pond 2, June 13,

1t is interesting (though perha* a mere cofneldence) that the duck
found nesting south of Lake Wingrn had been teleased on the south
side of the lake (blue release), und the bird foutd nesting to the
west had been released on that side of the lake (red release). =

During the summer, three broods, which were thought not to be -
from cither of the nests described nbove, were scen; the total of nesss
ing pairs, therefore, was probably fise. Only one male duck was seen
during the nesting scason,

On December 30, 1945, a ﬂock of six or cighl Wood Ducks wan
scen on one of the Arboretum creeks; on January 31, a male of this -
flock was trapped nnd proved to bclong to the biue rcleasc; the same
bird was retrapped two weeks later at the Nevin Fish Hatchery, where
Wood Ducks had been seen the fisst winter after. the releases, © _

In the spring of 1946, the first Wood Ducks were scen on Lake
Wingra on April 6, Durlng the next month, many flocks and pairs
were seen on all parts of the lake shore and in the Arboretum crecks
and ponds, On Apeil L1, 20 new nest boxes were set out and the old -
boxes reopened, A wecek later, four boxes contnined breast feathers of

female Wood Ducks, but none of the boxes was actually used for nest-"" " S

ing that scuson, The nest cavity in the dead white oak used the previous

year was uscd again, but a wind storm broke the snag, and the bird -

deserted, ‘Two pales of Wood Ducks were scen almost daily on the

ArLoretum ponds untII nhout July 10 but no broods uerc seen in the - -

vicinity. o
Two Wood Duck broods (pmbably young of our rclca:.ed birds)

were seen during the summer of 1946 on University DBay, of Lake
Mendota, about two and a half miles from the original_release site,

" Nesting Wood Ducks had been absent fiom . this bay for as long as o

they had from Lake \Wingra, One of the broods {12 to 14 ducklings)

stayed about three weeks; the olhcr br_ood (ll ducklings) dwindled ..~

to 5, which presumably flew south,

Nonec of the birds released at Luke Witgra was l'ound in Havana,
illinuls, 200 miles away, where they-had hatched and had:their first:
three to six weeks of rearing,. The area surrounding the hatching -
place is a thoroughly studied Wood Duck nesting area, and any ,dyclu
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that returued there would have undoubledly been found in the neat
Luxes of the colony, which were periodically checked, “Thus it appeats
that the point to which & duck returns is the place from which it leaves
in autumn--the place where it learns to iy, With our. ducks it was a
matter of two to two amtl a half months between the start of lrarning
to fly and the departure for the south, There remning to be deter-
mined the mtnlnmm tme required at o release polnt for the birds to
fix the loculity fn their “minds” so that they \\ill teturn ll:uc the fol-
luwing spring.

A similat experiment was performed fn Fintand by Villikangus
(1933). Mere Mallard (Anas platyrhiynchos) cggs {rom Britnin were
hatchied and the young subsequently banded and released, All* 1
tory and breeding recoverivs were en route (o or In Finland,

In 1944, 95 young Woad Ducks were sent fram the Tilinols N )
History Sur\'uy to Indiana, where they were released by O, D. Me-
Keever in the Jasper-Pulnski State Game Preserve (near Wallace Lake,

180 mfles from the place of hatching), where there was alveady a small-

colony f Wood Ducks established, Of 5 nests on the area the fol.
lowing spring, 4 (and perhaps 5) belonged to females from the expetl.
mental telease {Pitdman-Robertson Quarterly, Oct. 1945), (The cggs
fur both the Indiana and the Wisconsin experiments were collected [rmn
clutches laid by witd Wood Ducks at Havana, 1linols.)

‘As a game management practice, the transplanting procedures herc

described appear to be an effective means of establishing a Wood Duck -

coluny in ureas now devoid of needers, ‘Frausferring Wood Duck cggs

nto nests of Jocally nesting semi-wild Mallards is in my opinion an. -

other method of starting a colony, desplte the (act that the cgys we

in two consecutive years, 1943 and 1944, Shipping by aie or rutomo-

~- Lile might eliminate such dumage,
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In- August 1944 07 yuung \\’oucl Ducks, lmlchcd nml partiaIIyA

rearcd in llinots, were faised to about seven weeks of age and re-
leased at Madison, Wisconsin, 200 miles from the lmtchlug slte.,

A few wintered In the area of the release,. -

Ducks of both sexes from the rulease relumcd lo Mndlsun lo brcctl
both in 1945 amd 1040, - G

None of ihe ducks of the release was- [ound i the area of hatchlng o

A similar iclease of young Wood Ducks, hatched in 1llinols, was . -

. made in:1944 in lmli.m'l. A least . four. fcmales returned to Imliunn.
e to brccd_
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